JAMIE PRATT

Jamie Pratt was born in Indianapolis

in 1951 and attended Bishop Chatard High
School. After being drafted by the Chicago
White Sox in 1969, an offer that he turned
down, he attended Purdue University,
where he majored in Industrial
Management and played varsity baseball
for four years, winning the MVP award in
1972 and the 1973 Big Ten Intercollegiate
Conference Medal of Honor for academic
and athletic excellence. He earned a
doctorate in Business Administration from
Indiana University’s School of Business in
1978, and with his spouse, Kathy, moved
to Seattle, Washington, where he began his
academic career at the University of
Washington, and where Kathy began to
work at Price Waterhouse (now
PricewaterhouseCoopers).

Jamie served on the University of
Washington faculty from 1978 to 1990,
and during that time period earned the
rank of full professor with tenure, started a
family with Kathy, and took visiting
positions at the Banking Institute at the
University of Zurich (1981-82) and at
Northwestern’s Kellogg School of Business
(1989-90).

In 1990 Jamie and family moved to
Bloomington, Indiana, and he accepted a
position as professor of accounting at the
School of Business, soon to become the
Kelley School, and has remained here
since. During that time period, Jamie took
a visiting position at INSEAD in
Fontainebleau, France. Jamie served as
chair of the Kelley Accounting Department
from 1998 to 2004 and chair of Graduate
Accounting Programs from 2006 to 2007.
In addition, he chaired the committee that
created the Graduate Accounting
Programs, which for over 20 years has
delivered two highly successful master’s-
level accounting programs. As the
originator of these programs, Jamie was
honored with an innovative teaching
award for curriculum development from
the Kelley School of Business.

Jamie’s professional accomplishments
are many and varied. His research has
examined the processes and consequences
of financial reporting, auditing, and
investment decisions. His research record
includes 33 peer-reviewed articles (20 of
which appear in the most prestigious
accounting research journals), earning for
him the following honors: Department of
Accounting Lifetime Achievement Award,
Kelley School of Business Full Professor

Research Award, the American Taxation
Association Outstanding Manuscript
Award, and International Research Fellow
at the University of Manchester. This
outstanding record also includes holding
the prestigious Alva L. Prickett Research
Chair of Accounting for 10 years until
retirement as well as numerous invited
research presentations at top universities
throughout the United States, Europe, and
Asia. In addition, Jamie served as associate
editor at The Accounting Review, the
American Accounting Association’s
primary research journal, and chaired the
research program at the annual meeting of
the American Accounting Association.
Jamie has taught financial
accounting and financial statement
analysis at all levels. His impressive record
as an educator includes over 30 teaching
awards and recognitions for teaching
undergraduate, master’s, and Ph.D.
students. Not only has he received
numerous teaching awards from the Kelley
School of Business, but he also received
awards from the University of Washington
(Seattle), Northwestern University, and
INSEAD.
He has taught all over the world, including
Seoul (South Korea), Beijing (China),
Ryazon (Russia), Tokyo (Japan), Mikkeli
(Finland), and at universities across
western Europe. He has also published
frequently in accounting education
journals and was chosen Outstanding
Educator of the Year by the Indiana
Society of CPAs. His textbook Financial
Accounting in an Economic Context is in
its 11th edition, and he has published a

second textbook, a casebook, and a variety
of innovative educational software
products. Jamie is particularly proud of
the success of a number of doctoral
students whose dissertations he chaired.
His students currently include the dean of
the University of Washington’s Foster
School of Business, chairs of the
accounting departments at Villanova
University and the University of Alabama,
and the Perella Chair in the Department of
Accounting at Lehigh University.

Even in retirement he continues to
publish educational materials, earning the
title of National Registry CPE Sponsor
from the National Association of State
Boards of Accountancy, a title that allows
him to offer internet-based video financial
reporting and analysis courses that can be
completed by CPAs for continuing
education credits.

In retirement, Jamie plans to
continue a presence in the world of
accounting by maintaining an active blog
on LinkedIn that periodically offers
commentary on interesting current
developments in the practice of accounting
and finance. He is also CEO of PRATTedu.
com, which offers video-based financial
reporting and analysis courses on the
internet. He and Kathy, who just
celebrated their 42nd anniversary, are
the parents of three grown boys and two
lovely grandchildren (and hopefully still
counting). They move around among three
homes: a condo in downtown Bloomington,
a lake house in Brown County, and a lovely
home on Harbour Island in the Bahamas,
an island he has visited since he was a boy
in the early 1960s. Jamie still enjoys
sports, playing tennis and a variant of
basketball, and volunteering as the junior
varsity coach for the Bloomington High
School North baseball team. It is not
unusual to find him with a shovel digging
around in the landscape, tinkering on the
piano, or at a computer key board typing
out his poetically licensed version of the
history of Harbour Island.

Joseph Fisher

RETIRING FacuLTY / 41





